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Three District 6 students named Boettcher Scholars 
 
Three Greeley-Evans School District 6 students have been named Boettcher Scholars for 2014, and 
will receive the prestigious and highly-competitive scholarship to any four-year institution in 
Colorado. 
 
Northridge High School has two winners this year, and has had seven Boettcher scholars in the last 
seven years. 
 
This year’s Boettcher winners are: 
 

• Amanda Cary, Northridge High School. Amanda is the president of the Northridge 
Student Council and plays soccer, basketball, and runs cross country and track. She is a 
member of the LINK Crew, Interact Club, National Honor Society and the Council of Student 
Representatives. She helped form Young Life, a Christian-based club at Northridge. 

 
In the community, Amanda serves on the Cache Bank Junior 
Board of Directors, the United Way Youth Allocation 
Committee and has volunteered with the St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church youth group. She also organized the Cubs to Grizzlies 
to Bears Drive, which collected stuffed bears for the Greeley 
Fire Department to distribute to children involved in 
traumatic events. 
 
On the day the Boettcher awards were to be coming in the 
mail, Amanda said her mother actually hunted down the mail 
delivery person in her neighborhood to see if the notification 
had arrived. They opened the letter together and celebrated. 
 
“It was a really good day,” Amanda said. “I called everyone – my dad, my brother – and made 
them cry.” 
 
Amanda is looking to attend either the University of Colorado or Denver University in the fall. 
 
“I am inspired and proud of all that Amanda has achieved,” said Northridge Principal Insoon 
Olson. “She is a leader, passionate about her peers, champion for all things Northridge and 
inspirational for younger students. She will exceed any goals she sets for herself and will be an 
outstanding member of society.” 



 
 

  
• Katrina San Nicholas, Northridge High School. Katrina is the state president for the 

Family, Career and Community Leaders of America. She is a member of the Debate and 
Forensics teams at Northridge, as well as Student Council, National Honor Society, Stem 
Magnet, LINK Team and plays tennis.  

•  
In addition, Katrina serves on the Cache Bank Junior Board 
of Directors and initiated the Weld Molding Effective Leaders 
Day (Weld-MELD), which helped freshmen students find 
resources and support for taking leadership roles in their 
schools and communities.  
 
When she heard her classmate, Amanda Cary, had received 
the Boettcher, Katrina said she didn’t know if they would 
possibly give it to two students at the same school. She 
rushed home to check the mail and was pleasantly surprised.  
 
“I was incredibly excited,” she said. “It was the happiest 
feeling ever.” 
 
Katrina is still considering many options for college including the Colorado School of Mines, 
the University of Colorado and Colorado State University. She plans to study engineering. 
 
“I don’t believe in my entire 14 years of education that I have seen a student more involved in 
her academics and extra-curricular activities,” said Northridge Principal Insoon Olson. “She 
shines in whatever she chooses to participate in and is a motivational leader.”   
 

• Patrick Ryan, Greeley Central High School. Patrick is the president of the Greeley 
Central Student Council, a member of the Key Club, Council of Student Representatives and 
National Honor Society, and a competitor in swimming and tennis.  
 
He also is the founder of the Change War Service Project, in 
which he and a group of classmates raise funds for 
scholarships for Greeley Central students. The only two 
requirements for recipients are that they have a passion for 
education and a commitment to community service. Since 
its inception, the program has awarded six, $500 
scholarships. Patrick also helps coach swimming for Special 
Olympics and plays the guitar. 
 
Patrick said he was happy when he learned of the Boettcher 
win, and will spend the next few weeks finalizing his college 
plans. He is considering attending either the University of 
Colorado or the Colorado School of Mines. 
 
Greeley Central Principal Mark Cousins said what makes 
Patrick special is that he is incredibly well-rounded. 
 



 
 

“He is dedicated to excellence, not only academically but in every aspect of his life,” Cousins 
said. “He gives back in every possible way, to this school and to his community.” 

 
 

The Boettcher Foundation awards 40 scholarships per year, totaling about $3 million. More than 
1,600 students applied this year. Applicants go through a rigorous application and interview process.  
Students are selected based on their superior scholastic abilities; evidence of leadership and 
involvement; service to the community and their school and outstanding character. 
 
The scholarship provides full tuition at any Colorado four-year college or university, as well as fees, a 
book allowance and an annual stipend for living expenses. 
 
Recent students from District 6 who earned a Boettcher Scholarship offer are: 
 

• 2012 - Alexis Gerk, Northridge High School 
• 2012 - Mckenzie Rameriz, Frontier Academy Charter School 

 

• 2011 - Heidi Hurst, Greeley West High School  
• 2011 - Tanner McManus, Northridge High School 

 

• 2010 - Gabe Goodman, Greeley Central High School  
• 2010 - Lanna Giauque, Greeley West High School 
• 2010 - Colin Jorgensen, Greeley Central High School 

 

• 2009 - C.J. Allison, Northridge High School 
 

• 2008 - Laurel Sydney Tanner,  Greeley West High School 
• 2008 - Rosalind Diaz, University Charter School 

 

• 2007 - Ryan Brauchler, Northridge High School  
• 2007 - Kristen Cangilla, Greeley Central High School 
• 2007 - Ryan Crisp, Northridge High School 
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